SOME RECORDS OF HEMIPTERA NEW TO FLORIDA 


ROLAND F. Hussey 
Biology Department, University of Florida 
These records are based on specimens in the collections of the 
University of Florida (UF) and the Florida State Plant Board (SPB), 
together with some that are in my own collection. 


ARADIDAE 
Aradus (Quilnus) niger Stal 


Four males were collected by me, November 21, 1953, under 
bark of a log in thinned-out woods beside “Falling Creek’, about 
4% miles northeast of Lake City, in Columbia County. (UF). 


LYGAEIDAE 
Oedancala dorsalis (Say) 


The first Florida specimens of this northern species were taken 
July 12, 1954, by F. W. Mead (SPB), from herbage on the Apalachi- 
cola River flood plain at Chattahoochee. In the northern states 
I have found O. dorsalis on herbage in notably damper situations 
than those frequented by its common southern relative O. crassi- 
mana (Fabr.) 

E\NICOCEPHALIDAE 


Systelloderes inusitatus Drake & Harris 


One specimen is at hand (UF), collected by Dr. F. N. Young, 
March 21, 1947, about one mile south of Elfers in Pasco County 
and about three miles north of Tarpon Springs. This is the first 
new locality record for the species since it was described in 1927 
from Woodville, Mississippi. 

As noted by its authors, this species has much more incrassate 
fore femora and much smaller eyes than S. biceps (Say). The eyes 
of inusitatus, as seen from the side, do not reach the level of either 
the dorsal or the ventral margin of the head, while in S. biceps | 
they are continued onto its under side and are almost in contact 
on the mid-ventral line. Also, the short, erect pilosity on head 
(above and below), pronotum, and scutellum is much thicker in 
inusitatus than in biceps. 

Although S. biceps is not new to the Florida list, it is worth 
noting that on April 3, 1955, in mid-afternoon, I found sparse 
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swarms of this species flying in a wet woodland beside the Santa 
Fe River at Blue Spring, in Gilchrist County. 


REDUVIIDAE 
Gardena poppaea McAtee & Malloch 


One male of this species, previously known only from Texas, was 
taken by Dr. T. H. Hubbell, December 31, 1924, at Manatee (now 
incorporated in the city of Bradenton). The specimen (UF) is 
in fragments, but the characteristic male genitalia afford positive 
identification. Dr. Hubbell writes me that this emesine was col- 
lected at night in a subtropical hammock containing much cabbage 
palmetto. 

Ghilianella productilis Barber 

I collected two adults from junipers at Silver Glen Springs, near 
Lake George in Marion County, March 19, 1955, and I have a 
nymph that I took from Spanish moss at Lakeland, February 7, 
1948. I have also seen specimens (SPB) from Brevard County, 
collected March 24, 1954, by F. W. Mead, and from Gainesville, 
October 1953, the latter taken on the University campus by Mr. 
T. W. Sistrunk. Though not new to Florida, this emesine has 
previously been reported only from the far southern part of the 
state and from Cuba. 

ANTHOCORIDAE 
Lasiochilus comitialis Drake & Harris 

I have identified as this species a specimen collected in Alachua 
County, November 21, 1953, by F. W. Mead (SPB). Described 
in 1926 from specimens taken on hickory in North Carolina, L. 
comitialis has not been reported elesewhere until now. 


MIRIDAE 
Coccobaphes sanguinareus Uhler 


Dr. H. V. Weems, Jr., collected two specimens of this bright red, 
maple-dwelling plant-bug in Highlands Hammock State Park, near 
Sebring, March 24, 1951. 


HYDROMETRIDAE 
Hydrometra hungerfordi Torre-Bueno 


This species was wrongly identified by Herring (1949) as H. 
australis Say. In so doing he was misled by Torre-Bueno’s wholly 
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erroneous remark that in hungerfordi the ante-ocular and post- 
ocular parts of the head are subequal in length, though the measure- 
ments in the original description show a ratio of 9:5 for these parts. 
The name australis, according to Drake and Hottes (1952), should 
be used for the species referred to by Herring and others as H. 
myrae Torre-Bueno. Mr. Herring’s material in this genus is now 
deposited in the University of Florida collections. 


GERRIDAE 
Rheumatobates clanis Drake & Harris 


Mr. Herring has given me several specimens from a series of 
this species which he took on salt water on the Gulf coast at Bay- 
port, Hernando County, November 2, 1947, and has very kindly 
permitted me to publish this record together with two others which 
follow. R. clanis is new to the United States list, as it was known 
before only from British Honduras and from northwestern Cuba. 


Rheumatobates minutus Hungerford 


I collected several alate and partially de-alated specimens from 
a pool on the campus of Florida Southern College, at Lakeland, 
November 9, 1950; and Mr. Herring found this species on fresh 
water on Big Pine Key, Monroe County, November 11, 1947. It 
was known previously from Yucatan, Panama, and Puerto Rico, 
and a subspecies occurs in Amazonas, Brasil, and in eastern Peru. 


VELIIDAE 
Microvelia portoricensis Drake 
A number of specimens were taken with the preceding species 


by Mr. Herring on Big Pine Key, November 11, 1947. This veliid 
is another addition to the water-strider fauna of the United States. 
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